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Canning, tin't he?

Sull cunning—after 20 years of “thought control”  Cumning
as a rattiesnake.

|
a






InTRODUCTION.  THIS IS YOUR ENEMY

‘The favorite Jap punch is below the belt, Probably po
army in the history of warfare has cqualled the Japs in
treachery and craftiness.  From the sneak raid on Pear!
Harbor, through the various Asiatic and Pacific island
campaigns, the Japs have used every trick, every deceit
to gain advantage. Now, as they're backed tighter and
tighter against the wall and know they're hghting a los-
ing, suicidal battle, they can be expected to depart tur-
ther and further from orthodox taciics, rely more and
more on trickery. The first thing any soldicr who is to
fight against the Japs must learn is that under no
circumstances are they to be trusted.

Apart from his skill in deception, the Jap soldier has
several outstanding military virtues. ke obeys orders
implicitly. He fights on uniil he's killed, even when
sick or wounded. His endurance and staming hold up
under the most trying conditions. He can exist in the
feld on a minimum maintenance commitment. He's
unusually skillful at cover, camouflage, and concealment.

But the Jap soldier also has several outstanding mili-
tary weaknesses. Rigorously regimented  from  early

childhood, he has never learned how to think for him
He sucks oo rigor-
ously to a plan once made and fails to use initiative or

self. Hle's slow in his reactions.
imagination in adapting it to changing conditions. As
2 result of these, he's at a particular disadvantage when
surprised.

‘I'he way to beat the Jap is to surpass his virtues and
take advantage of his weaknesses. A good many of the
Jap antipersonne! measures described in the following
pages are orthodox military tactics which we already use
or can easily learn to use—better than the Jap uscs them.
The below-thebelt measures can be counteracted by
knowing what those measures arc and knowing that they
all depend on one factor—surprise. The antdote to
surprise is aleriness.

Ounly the head of a poisonous snake is dangerous.
Only a small part of his hcad—the fangs; the brain part
is pretty inadequate. The more we know about him—
the more we use our better brains—the less dangerous
he becomes. His one chance is to surprise us. If he fails
to do that, his chances against us arc zero.
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CHAPTER 1. RUSES

A Jap can invent ruscs as easily as a goldbrick can
invent diseases.  All Jap ruses. however, follow the same
A Jap
pretends to surrender, he pretends to be wounded or

basic pattern—making danger appear harmiess,

dead. he prclcm!x to be a friendly civilian or one of our
troops—all for the purpose of getting vs to et down our
guard so that he can kill us, capture us, confuse us, or
wreck our matéricl and installations.

At least go percent of reported Jap ruses are builr
around one of those four deceptions. The remaining
10 percent use difficrent maerials but keep to the samc

patters.

PHONY SURRENDER

The Japs have pulled—or tried o pull—the phony
surrender in virtually every operation since Pearl Harbor,
It may be a single man pretending o give up—coming
forward with hands in the air to prove his good inten-
gons. Then all at once, when he pets within range,
hand grenades fly out from his raised hands. Or possibly

the hand grenades or a few Molotov cocktails are hid-
One Jap had the
He waited until he was very
close, then rapped the grenade against ks steel helmet
‘Yanquis”,

dcn“-lcln;mr..nl)'~—illsidc his ;lothmg.
grenade tied 1o his wrist.

and blew up onc Jap and several
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Or the single man may be a decoy. On Kwajalein, a
Jap came out of a besieged pillbox with hancds stretched
and obviously empty. When five of our men went after
him, Japs inside the pillbox picked off three of them.
In the Philippines, a Jap waved a white flag on a lull
Whet our troops ceased firing, he motioned for them
1 come to him, and as they stood up. Japs hidden
atound the base of the hill opened fire.

A more elaborate example occurred a few days after
our Marines landed in the Solomons, A Jap captain
walked inta a division CP and surrendered.  He also
wrrendered the labor battalion of which he was com-
mander: the men were waling some distance down the
beach, he said, for a detail 1o be scnt out to bring them
. A colonel and a detachment of 20 Marines were
swnt to the spot in a landing beat. As they stepped
ashore, they were all killed except a sergeant, who man-
aged to return, wounded, to base. The Marines who
rounded up the Japs shortly afterwards found that in-
stead of belonging to a labor baualion, the Japs were a
special -weapons detachment, 200 strong.

Here are some other typical examples. chosen at ran-
dom from action reports:

In New Guinea, a group of fjaps cried out in English,
“We give up,” but blasted the Allied troops who ap-
proached to take them prisonet.

On Saipan, Japs hidden in runnels came out ostensibly
v surrender and then opened fire on our roops.

ln Leyte, several Japs came taward our positions stat-
ing that they wanted to surrender.  When they got close
enough, they startes! throwing hand arenades.

The obviors countermeasure to this ruse is to shoot



TAKE'EM OFE /
TAKE'EM OFF/
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down every Jap who offers to surrender.  But prisoners
arc very valuable for intelligence purposcs. Our troops
in the ficld have worked out a better solution, They
insist that Japs who offer to surrender strip to the skin
before they're allowed to come forward: if an interpreter
isn't handy, it’s casy cnough to get this across by sign

language. Only one of our treops exposes himseli w
accept the surrender; the rest of the unit remains con-
cealed, covering him by fire. Prisoners are made to walk
with both hands on top of their heads, and they aren’t
permitted to approach close enough 1o kick their captor
in the groin. Captured Japs are never used as guides.

5
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This lap, half buried in volcanic ash, looks 1007, dead. 'I'i'« corpse has come alive. But he's covered by M1 car-

Bur the Manine at the edge of the shell erater 1sn't so snes and tie Murine standing near him has upp:o/nmrc'd
sure; he sees a hand grenmade within easy reach of the l:u grenade.  The Jap, in dumb show, offers to survender
corpse’s right hand. in exchange for a cigares.

6 .
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The bargain 15 scaled wath @ hall-smoked agarer. The
Marine, however, carefully kecps his distance, and the
fap isn't allowed to get up; there may be a pull-iype
booby wrap attached to his body.

The Marines tie a rope to the Jup's wrisis and drag him
up the crater. Nothing goes off. Now it's a job for the
lister bearers. (A Leatherneck Magazine photegrapher
snapped this sequence on lwo jima.)
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PLAYING POSSUM

Playing dead or wounded is another trick the Japs

have tried during nearly every Operation. Sometunss
it's merely to save their own kin. But more often w's
a ruse to get behind their enemy. After he passes, they
come to life and open fire or throw hand grenades at his
back.

In the heat of battle or in jungle or broken country,
playing possunm is fairly casy. But the Japs often rely
not on concealment but on their own ability to remain
motiontess for long periods.  On Kwajalein, for example,
enemy soldiers lay in full view among the bodies of

=0

Japanese dead, biding thar ume untl worthwhile targets
should present themselves. A UL S, qunior officer stood
close beside one of these live corpses for a considerable
period, presenting a perfect: target. But the Jap didnt
bother ta shoot hitn, [le remained dead until several
others had joined the first officer.

Moral: Never trust cven a dead Jap. Turn every
np;uln.‘ntl)' dead ];lp face up-—atter ﬂlnkinp‘ sire he isn't
booby-trapped; remove hiis weapons and make sure he's

really dead.

FRIENDLY ENEMIES

The Japs also favor the trick of using the language
of their enemy to lure him to his death or to create con-
fusion. During the Makin operation, just before dawn
an unarmed Jap appeared on the lagoon shore crying,
“Reveille, tellows, Get up! Reveille!”™  Another time
on Makin, a Jap yelled out, “Hey, Charlie, where's
my buddy?”

During another operation, the officer lcading a Jap
attack gave the order, “Charge!” in English, and durimg
the progress of the attack a Jap shouted, “Take that gun
to the left Hank.”
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In the Admiralties, Japs hghting among \llied dug-in
nositions would shout, “Move over, Joe! I'm coming in.”

In the hightung in Southcast Asia, fap intel hgence per-
U'l»[(ll located with lhr advance

sonnel were vuards to

confuse Allied troops by speaking out in Malay, Tamil,

Hindustani, Gurkhali, English, or Dutch-—~depending on

the units in contact. During a night attack, Japs called
out in Dutch for the whereabouts of the Dutch com-
mander, and shot the commander when he answered,

During a night attack by Japanese tanks on Guam, 2

Jap on top of the first tank cried out, "American tank—
Okay, Amernican tank—Okay!”
On Ramree Island in Burma, a rare Jap with a sense

of humor who had worked his way close to our peri

meoter C:;!’n;‘«! out “Tello, (tl"l}M‘)l';l!'. take rh;s." and threw
a hand grenade.

On occasions when they have known Amernican, Aus-
tralian, or British troops 10 be near, Japs have chatted
thers

A0one OS5 1N |'l.1_’ll\!z o put the ;\]"n| rroaps l)ﬂ-

theis .:H.H:l and lure them into ambush. On Buik, onc

WHD Do You
LIKE IN THE
4= RALE AT
SANTA ANITA P
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evening at twilight eight or ten Japs, holding a conversa-
tion in English, strolled casuvally into our tank park. They
stopped near some of the ranks while they talked abow
horse racimng at Santa Anita. Then they continued
through the bivouac, arousing no suspicion until they
tried to return later on.  The faps turned tail as soon as
they were discovered, but not without leaving behind
several demolitions.

In several arcas the Japs have managed to learn the
names of officers or men occupying our forward posts and
have called out to them in English by name.  This some.
times had the purpose of puatting them off their guard,
so that Japs might infiltzate; sometimes of making them
reveal themselves to enemy fire; sometimes of simply con-
fusing them. Mernll's Marauders reported that during
their North Burma campaign, Japs would frequenty
shout “Ding How,” which are the words—equivalent to
our “OK”—that the Chinese often use to idenufy them-
selves to Britush or Americans.

This ruse somctimes has a more tactical application.
Jap troops in the Admiralties managed to learn the names
of officers commanding our platoons. During the beat
of an action, a Jap yelled, “Retreat, Green, the whole regi-
ment’s falling back 10 another line.” Lt. Green's platcon

BEIE46°—45 2

promptly left its positions. In the Solomons, Japs who
had infiltrated to our flanks and rear shouted “With-
draw!” when the frontal attack began to develop in force.
During the same operation the Japs placed smoke on
Marine positions and then charged forward shouting
“Gas!”.

Nine times out of ten, the Jap's accent will give him
away when he tries this ruse. The tenth time can be
counteracted by aleriness; by avoiding loud talking in
close contact with the enemy; and by the use of code
names and recognition signals changed frequently.

WOLVES IN SHEEP'S CLOTHING

IL
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Time and agam, in every theater, the laps have worn
} |

Allied unitorms and aviban cothing 1o deceive their
cnemics.

In Southeast Asia, Jap troops wearing uniforms re-
capturing  Allied
soldiers by using a friendly signal they had learned from

sembling the Chinese succeeded 1n

fitth columnists. Other Japs in this theater dressed in
Briish and Duich
Malaya, the Japs took advantage of the difficulty in dis
tinguishing Japanese from Malayans or resident Chinese

untforms and steel helmets, In

I2

by dressing as aviltans and hiding their guns until they
could spring a surprise atack

In New Georga, the Japs wore cut out circular boards
over their hats o mmitate the headgear of Australian
i

troops, and in the Solomons our troops found dead Japs

wearing American helmets.  Among the Japs killed in
the Admiralties were some dressed 1n UL S, fatigue suits
and helmets.

During onc of the battles on Biak, a U. S, tank mo

mentarily lost its fire protection. At that moment a Jap

- —————— - —



dressed i an Amenican uniform nnbed onto the tank
and (!fumk't] M _L'un.n!t' insude 1t

Japs dressed in UL S, unitorms were also encountered
on Saipan, One group of these waited in the open uniil
U. §. wroops moved close, then opened tire with auto
matic weapons.  Members of a Jap unit in the Philip
pines were ordered by their commanding officer to wear
native clothing and were prohibited from cutting their
hair. Helmets and weapons were concealed under their

clothing. On Leyte, a group of about 30 Japanesc troops

came toward American posittons  dressed  as Filipino
women., (On one occasion. !!u} drove water buffalo
toward the peruncter and tollowed in behind the ani-
”)-l'.\.

A particularly successful Jap ruse involving disguise was
reported recently from the Philippines. At about oroo
onc might, an officer and three enlisted men, all dressed
in U. S. uniforms and riding in a U. 8. ¥ ton truck,
came up to a semtry posted near Olongapo, Luzon,
The officer asked the guard in perfect English where he

13
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might tind headquarters, and was directed to its general

arca. Within 30 munutes this detail, all Japs, had de-
stroyed with demaolitions several heavy guns, trucks, and
a small supply dump, as well as causing casvaltics among
U, S, personnel from the explosions and gunfire during

the manhunt that tollowed.

Another use the Japs make of Allied uniforms is to
lie 1n tradls simulatung Allied wounded and dead in order
to ambush patrols.

This disguise ruse—~which the Japs were sull using on
OKinawa—requires special  precautions,  Treat all un-
known individuals with suspicion, covering them with
firc unul they have properly wdenntied themselves,
Koow all Iroops in the area. and make proper usc ol

recognition  signals, changing them frequemly. Take

nothing for granted: don't let strangers get within gre

n;ul(' or |m)qm('l range \\llhunl [N)sltx‘.l' n|| ntlli(’.lhun.

Be susprcious of all bodies no matter what uniforin they
WOdr.

Sometimes the Japs use civilians or Allicd troops for
acrual cover, In Malaya, captured Indians were forced
to move i front of artacking lap troops and call out

to the Indian troops 10 hold their fire. As a panty of 15
japs advanced by night against U, S, positions on Makin,

14




troops in the forward pasitions heard a woman's voice
crying, “Bad boy, bad boy.”
firc with their BAR's.

two bodics—one a4 Jap and one a native girl the Japs

Our men reluctantly opened
The next morning, they tound

had used as a decoy.

Durin;: the same operanan, a group ol 20 or 25 natives
came into ovr lines atter dark.  The sentries heard chil
dren crying and talking and held thewr tire. Abour 10
minutes later a group of Jap soldiers came down the
road, They tried to inutate a baby's crying, but the

trick was recognized. The Japs may or may not have

deliberately driven these natives into our lines as decovs,
But ar any rate, they took advantage of their presence.

FIFTH COLUMNISTS

The natives used in those ruses were presumably inno-
cent. Other natives have willingly collaborated with the

5
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Japs for pay or other reasons. The Japs have made the
widest use of hith columnists, particularly in China and
Southeast Asia where quislings were elaborately organized

as government bureaus,  In the Pacific, the Japs made the
mistakc of antagomzing the natives of l_'\'g,(],‘.];[i areas
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by brutal treatment or by violating local taboos. Even
50, there were many whose treachery was for sale.

A list of the services performed by Jap-hired ffth
columnists would [l this book. Here are just a fow
examples that have come to light:

Malayan natives spotted Allied defenses for anacking
Jap ground troops by pointing the arins of brightly-
clothed scarecrows or scattering salt, rice, and white
paper on the roads. They indicated motor transport
p;lrk.\ or (("l"“."“l P()\l N [).\' "(U“l”ly‘ I’.”l-”l.l 1| H AN A
laundry, or planks. They pinpointed targets for Jap
planes by trampling or cutting arrows in rice ficlds, and
signaled 1o Jap Linding boeats with lights.

During the Jap invasion of Burma, fifth columnists
placed “puncuure traps”™ on the roads to damage or delay
Allied motor vehicles. A sereen of nanves moved ahead
of advancing Jap troops, sending back information about
defending troops as they moved from place 10 place,
Any ambush set to trap the Japs was usually given away
by these quislings.

Soft-drink vendors in Southeast Asia signaled to the
Japs with a flag after serving Allied troops free drinks.

German missionaries in New Guinea guided the Japs
through the jungle to conwact Australian forces.

Civiifans drove their private cars to bridges prepared
for demolition by the Allies. so that Jap troops hidden
in the cars could shoot the troops guarding the bridges.

A civilian hfth columnist watked about g0 yards in
front of a Jap pawol and engaged opposing troops in
conversation while the patrol ok up hring positions.

Civilians trom occupied areas who knew the names of
Allied troops presiously  stationed there ealled out 1

\ed troops by name and told them not 1o fire.




Fake missionanes established secret radio transmitting
and l('u‘x\in_;: stations i u‘lnclt'rim, .1lw.lndum-.§ fuarrics,
and houses near airports.  The tallest building in Sigra-
P(l((- Wiasn 't “ilhll!(i hy !"' Sllli?l“'_: !w..nr\c flll}‘x coltime-
MIsts ope rated a radio statton there.

The only way to avoid incidents like these is by ngid
control of all nanives. They must not be allowed near
'-‘H.zl m‘\l.l':-h\.n‘. ancl f;_,;l.léu_-,; ATCas. Nartive -:\‘H.:hl ot

Proven mesrity can i\: N _Lil('.ll !nl;\ imn (]x:\ uvn.'n-l.

SCRAP OF PAPER

The Japs have given coprous evidence that they regard

-

the Geneva Convention in much the same way as the
World War | Germans regarded the Belpian Neutrality
l'r:'.H}'. Tll:’j“r:‘ very anxious for all ull‘.cr nanons to
abide by it to the lewer. But they don’t hesitate to
\ml.m- i when 1 osuts t}lur purposc,

H-_-n. out ol Iany ul}:\r\. arc three ('\.l!lli'}(\ from
d \‘.!l_‘_:l(‘ operation—the Solomons:

S0 avord bombing, the faps painted red crosses on
buildings occupicd by troops. One of the “hospitals”
turned out to be an ammunition Jdump

While an American medical officer was dressing the
s



wounded lee of 4 lap soldicr, the Jap pulled a kot
and stabbed him.

A group of Japanese nurses walked up o our wounded
with their hands raised. and procecded 1o throw hand

grenades among the casvalucs.

GRAB BAG

Here are some assorted l.l;- ruses that don't under

any ol the previous lu.mm';\:

T ————— T l'v_-ﬂ

fap planes dropped leailets and returned  soon after.
wards 1o ||r(vi' bombs on Alhed soldiers who came ot
i the open 1o k them Ly,

lap ships approaching a landing place in the Philippines
Hew the American flag.

In the Solomons, Japs hired natives to inform our
headquarters that they had concealed groups of wounded
Marines, and to offer to guide our rescue forces 10 the
men.  Our men were guided, jnstead, into ambushes.

19



Among the large quantities ol Jap ananulactured hiquor
found on Saipan were bottles of wood alcohol bearing
Burgundy labels.

On Leyte, Jap paratroopers who succeeded n getting
through our pernimcter whistled and sang wiile booby
trapping two of our cub planes, to pass themselves off
as U. S. ground-crew men.  The same ruse flopped when

they tried to pass back.

These are only samnples, It may Iy one ot these ruses
the Jap tries against you, Or it may be a new onc.
Jur 1t will follow the same basic pattern of making
(!:mj_'(‘l appears h.um‘r\\, and it will (]('[‘»‘;'11-.‘ ff)t Its suc-
cess on relaxed anenuon,

Or o put 1t the other Wty .uu'.ll‘.ll, it witl fail i Vou

k(.‘q) your wits about vou.

IMPORTANT:
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CHAPTER 2. DECEPTION TACTICS

Most of the deception tactics of the Japs are routine
measures used by every army to give a false impression
of its strength or intentions. ‘The only difference is that
the Japs go to further extremes—in both directions.
Some of their deception tactics are highly crafty.  Others
are riciculous. Bur even their most ridiculous 1ricks
sometimes succeed simply because no one who is not a
Jap would believe that a fullgrown man could seriously

try to pull such a childish trick.

SHOOT ME, PLEASE

The fire discipline of the Japs is, by and large,
unusually good. “The fire discipline of the troops facing
them has sometimes proved less good, particularly when
the troops are green and fighting in wnfamiliar tropical
country where every tree may hide an enemy sniper,
every rock may be alive; and where the encmy does most
of his fighting by night. Jap “jitter patrols™ go to every
possible pamn to exploit the trigger-nervousness of their
opponents.  As their opponents become cannier, they
rack their sly brains to invent new tricks,

Routine Jap tricks to draw premature fire that will
give away their enemy’s positions are firing their own
weapons at random; shooting off firecrackers; rapping on
bamboo sticks in machine-gun tempo; lighting matches;
flashing flashlights; talking loudly or yelling. Mean-
while Jap snipers or observers are posted where they can
spot the source of any fire that may be drawn, The
spotters often infiltrate inside the Allied lines for better
observation.

Those are the cruder tricks,. When the Japs are up
against seasoned opponents who know how silently the
Japs normally operate, less obvious methods are needed.
One or two Japs will move about at night near our
perimeter, making just cnough noise to be heard bur not
When our troops
fire an automatic weapon in the di ction of the move-

enough o make 1t seem deliberate

ment, Jap snipers shoot tracers at the weapon, enabling
4 mortar to open up on the position.

Or a Jap will run a rope to a bush near an Allied out-
post or perimeter, then shake the bush from a position
where he can spot any weapon that fires, without being

23




in danger himself. Or perhaps the rope is attached
to the trigger of a light machinc gun, which the Jap will
operate by remote control and hope to draw retaliatory
fire.

Another method, first spotted on Guadalcanal, is for
a hidden Jap to work his rifle bolt back and forth. A
refinement of this method was used in New Guinea,
The Japs designed a simple mechanical device that would
imitate the clicking of rific bolts. This was attached to
a bush, and operated from a distance by jerking a rope.




Incidentally, the firecrackers mentioned above are
always thrown off to one side of the Jap who lights
them. Other things being equal, even a Jap prefers
living to dying.

However, if these tactics fail, the Jap will use his own
body to lure fire. He'll launch a one-man banzai charge
directly in the face of a suspected Allied position. The
men occupying the position are faced with the choice of
shooting the Jap down, and thus playing into his hands,
or of dealing with a fanatic who has kissed his life
good-by running amok in their midst,

As soon as hire is opened on him, the Jap of course
hits the dirt, while other Japs, who drew longer ends
of the stick and are in safe cover, spot the weapons firing
on him.

On at least one occasion, the man who charged forward
in this way carried only a flag. Other times, at nighr,
the Jap was armed with a Tommy gun and tracer am-
munition which he fired in short bursts at places sus-
pected to be occupied. When he was fired on, he flat-
tened out while his friends to the rear or on the fanks
tried to locate our weapons. If he failed to reccive fire
from one likely position, he moved on to another—all
the while closing in on our positions until somecone
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INFLATION

Jap tactics for simulating strength re fairly routine—
on paper, In a pitch-black jungle, on a pintsize coral
atoll, 5,000 miles from home, they're not quite so casy to
laugh off-—partcularly when the demonstration is made
i your rear, which is the Jap's faverite highting spot,

When the Japs stage an atiack, they generally try to
infiltzate beforchand a part of their force well inside
‘their enemy’s line. These woops, when the antack is
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launched, yell, set off firecrackers, rap bamboo sticks or
stenes to imitate machine-gun fire, run from tree 1o tree
sheoting autormatic weapons to give the impression that
a large force has encircled the defenders.  This s thmed
to coincide with the frontal or flank zuacks, which are
often accompanicd by the same sort of demonstrations.

Demonstrations are also frequently staged to create
confusion that will enable infiltrators te slip through, or
to cover a raid on 3 command post, ammunition dump,
arvllery position, or communications. On Leyte, for
example, a 105-mom howitzer was successfully satchel-
charged by two Japs under cover of a rifle-firing diversion-
ary group.

Or the demonstraiion rany be designed to build up a
diversionary attack to make it appear the main show.
Diversionary attacks are praciically SOP with the Japa-
nese.  Sometimes these are made by small parties trying
te sound like a large force. They may throw stones in
place of shooting, or the cartridges they fire may be
blanks; they're interested not in inflicting casualties but
in confusing their enemy. At other times the diversion-
ary attack may be nearly as aggressive as the main attack,

A crafty refinement of the diversionary attack was re-
ported from: the Arakan, On several cecasions the Japs



appearcd to have detached a smiall party {rom the main
body and set up a decoy position.  Using paper bullets,
this detachment would fire directly into the main body
of Japanese troops. This fooled our troops—or did the
first time—three ways. They thought the Japs didn't
know their lacation; they were confused as to the position

of the main body ot Japs; and what they thought was

surcly the safest direciion o their vicmuy was actually
the most dangerous, from which a surprise assault was
shortly launched.

During the fighting on Ramree Island and near Kan-
gaw in Burma, the Japs fhished lights from nearby hills
to make us believe the hilis were occupred. When this
first bappened, our artiliery hred 2 considerable concen
iration onto the hiils, Later we learned that the hilis
were unoccupied.  The faps had cut notches in trees and
placed oil-soaked rags or some similar material in the
notches to make a light.

In another Burma area, the Japs put up dummy men
te fool the opposing troops. The dummics may have
been corpses. On several occasions they have dropped
false skeiches of their posivons along roads or s,
hoping that their chemy would waste ammunttion sheli-
ing a ponexisicst position.

DEFLATION

The Japs don't always try 10 appear stronger than they
are. Often they try 1o appear weaker, or cven non-
existent. Jap methods of concealment and camouflage are
discussed in Chapter 5. The point to be made here 3s
that their concealment and camoutlage are not intended
merely to prowect them from observation and attack.
“hey have an offensive purpose as well, Concealment
and surprise are the backbone of fap offensive taciics.

In suitable terrain, Japs will purpesely let themselves
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The Jap's Hiking for infir iging withmhis ‘epemy's
lines is well known. In many cases, this iz done by

simpic steaith under the cover of night, favorable ter-
rain, cevering fiye, our own fire or neise. or diversions

of the sorts mentioned above. A sisiking exumple of the

stealth of Jap inBltrators. Was reportect frone the Admis
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An Amencan major. siecpiny in a:-hammock in
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the headquasters zrez, had his throst ewe &y 2 Jap inhi-
trator.  Apn officer i a foxhole opdy a fow feet away siated

that he was on the alert and didn’s pouce the Jap who

kilied the major untilthe hammock rocked wiolenidy.
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Another 1.3;.1'13"-1‘. {n Manus Bsiand our anunusn

caraiees found Japs walking beside thens between the

pasitions aned the sronunition dumss.




I other cascs, the infiltrating i done brazenly by Japs
impersonating civilians or friendly troops.

Or the infiltration may be donc by sheer force. A
frontal assault is made, by night, with the object not of
advancing the Jap line but of passing as many nien as
possible inside our line, As a sample of the japanese
military mentality, there have been times when large
numbers of fap troops have managed te infiltratc far
within our lines in the course of an ali-out banzai charge.
But the inbltrators had no instructions as to whai they
were to do once they had infiltzaed. Consequently
they spent the next few days trying io sncak back to their
own lincs.

In still other cases, the infiltration only appears o be
infiltration. The “infiltraters” arc Jap troops who have
purposely aliowed themselves to be overrun or bypassed.
This, again, may be done simply by remaining concealed.
Or it may be brought about by a ruse.  During the night,
Jap troops will drive a salient inte the Allied perainctes;
then allow themselves 1o be repulsed au first Jight.  Soms
of them, however, remain behind, concealed with auto-
matic weapons in the tops of coconut paims or oiher
hiding places, to harass our advance,
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Our troops have oiten beer surprised to find Japs whe
have inhitrated within their lines over virmally im-
passable country using heavy Japanese cquipment. The
explanation is simple. Before the Japs were driven out
of the area, they buried the equipment, well oiled and
greased, and dug it up when they sneaked back. In‘at
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least one instance, innocent-looking Jup graves, reverently
and neatly fenced in, were used for this purpose.  Twelve
“graves” were opened in an arca where a Jap speathead
had been slashed off. In only one was there a bady.
The others were filled with war matériel, including
three 75-mm guns, two 37-mm guns, more than 1,000
rounds of ammunition, a dozen combination telephone-
wlegraph sets, and five rolls of wclephone wire.

A sort of stepsisier of infiltration s this tactic of the
Japs: When they have located our perimeter, they fire
their machine guns about waist high over our position.
Then they send a group of men crawling in nader their
own fire. They crawl very slowdy vntil they feel the
adge of a foxhole. Then they back away a bit and
throw in hand grenades,

WIRE TAPPING

The Japs have shown themsclves fairly adept at wire
wpping dnd curting in on radio circuits.

fn the Admiraltics. an Allied gomm AA bastery was
tapped on several occasions between 2230 and midnight,
the wire tapper cliiming to be, on oue occasion, a certain
officer commanding a platoon, and on ansther, & sor
geant.  He announced in cach case the disruption of our

plans and the success of the enemy. Since his voice
wasn't recognized, his messages weren't heeded. Bur a
fater message, believed to be false, resulted in a change
of command posts.

INFURMATION
PLEASE /
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In anciber case of wapping in the seme ares, the voiee
ever the wire pleaded, to the accompaniment of groaning
and sighing, “For God's suke. lift that mortar fire.”

On one of the small islands 1o the Soiomons, our
Marines ran into tough fortificd opposition and eslied
tor tpcopound demolition bombs.  The group air coms.
mander of an aircraft carsier was directed 10 bemb ihe
isand, bui on bis way there recewved 3 counterorder
stating tha: the Marines had secured the islend and the
mission was cailed off. Fortunately, the Jap whe had
aut in, withough he spoke English with a perfect Ameri-
can aceens, wasn't able to furnish the autheaticating
code word.

A Murine coloned sent back this example from Gual-
canal: “Ia the Raders we adopted the custom of drop-
ping 2l ranks and diles. We used code names for the
officers. All ranks use these code numes for us, We did
this because the Nips caught oa to the names of the
officers and would yell or speak in the night: “This is
Captaio Joe Smith talking. “A” Company withdraw to
the next hill' So we adopted code pames. Captain
Walt becomes “Silent Lov', My code name was “Ked
Mike'. An example of the use of these code names ix:
One iight the Japs put down smoke and they yelled

> ol

‘Gas'. We were green at thas e and two of our
COMpanics \v.zt-.drcw feaving ‘A’ (,omp.w} eXposes o
its two flanks, [ was Bamalion commander. Captain
Wit cailed me on :the volce radio o inform me of the
situation. He was cautions and used code names as
follows: He said, “Whe 5 speaking?’ sad 1 said, “Red'
He saidd, *Wha: name do you idenaiy with Silen:?” and
[said, ‘Low’. He said, “That is correct. So we both
kiew thar we were taiking to cach other and were not
m.k ing to the caemy. He cxs;.ﬁzinc;é the sxtuation (o me.

t the end of his conversation, a voies breke in and said
in pc:fc..t Enulish, "Our situastion here, Colonel Edson, is
excelicnt. Thank you, sirs.  This is the enciny speaking,”
This sheuld be wiken as an exampie of how quick the
Japanese arc av interception, rather than a hardand-fust
suggestion s 16 how 1o cuiwit theni.  Aay code names
such as these wili have 1o be changed very frequentiy—if
possible, daily.”

CLOAKED FIRE

The Japs very ofien time the Aring of their aniliery
and mostars to our fire, w omake us beliove our own
artiffery supporc is faliing short,  When our barrage or
harassing fire opens, they open theirs; when ours siops,



theirs siops.  This s espeeiaily effcctive 1o juogle areas,
where visibiiny is poor, the fighting is usuaily spiit up
NI NUMCIGUS scparate actions, comimunicaton 13 difhculs,
«ng the rapiily-changing frontiine positions are often
wnzccurately reported and mapped. The actic was re-
ported as carly as Guadaicanal, and is sul! being widely
usect,  Its eifect on the moraic of woops who don't recog-

mze it for a wick can be considerabie.
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By the same method of cdoaking the sound of their
fring inside ovrs, the laps hide their gun pasitions and
koep us guessing as to thair fire power.  They apply this
not only o artiiery and mortar fire, bus e machine-gun
and ritle fire as well.

Anoter Jap trick 18 to ict our mortar men fre their
piece uniil they feel they are safe, Then the Japs crack

Gown on (B sosiion:
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proper moment 1o begin using #. Also, there are twe
ways of foliowing 3 tleeing cnemy. One is to run after
him, exposing yourself, Another is to follow him with

= fire.
g-—,,} Second, 1ake it ecasy. That, of course, is somnctimes
-3 -‘s;' bhoend - . A & . .
o’{h\e casier said than done.  But remember this: a Jap soldier

can get nervous, oo, He's been wld thar all Americans
are butchers and that he'll be systematicaliv wortured if
he's captured,  Remember this, also: when an infiltrazing
Jap works his way behind vou, that means that you're
behind Aim. And he's alone or a member of a very

COUNTERMEASURES gt i

The countermcasurcs to fap deception tactics are presty
clementary.  First and foremost, maintain sirict fire
discipline at all oimes. Den't play into the Japs’ hands
by revealing your position with a premature shot.

g a
EXPENDABLE

DETAIL LI5T

Bu: what about the berserk Jap with the Tommy gen {3 AT
i YE

s . . - s\ 3 .
who comes charging slr;u}:ht-luw;lnls your foxhole? AL
hat’s what grenades are for, That's why you carry A%
. J o . . - L) | &
that trench knife. He doesn’t know your foxhide is Ay

there. I be did. he wouldn't have to risk his hie finding
out,
There's a proper weapon for cvery purpose, and a

0
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Flarcs, wire, booby traps, patrols, warning devices, andd
alert sentries will keep down infitration to a nummuam,
The japs whe do munage to infiltrate can generally be
quickiy dispesed of by air burst artillery, grenades, and
stnall arms bred mto the trees and vegetation every morn-
ing at first hight and as ofien thereafter as necessary.
famc

Orpanized opping-up parties cquipped  with

throwers, demolitons, and bulldozers 1ake over the job
of ferreting our or sealing up the Japs whe lie “doggo”
in their foxhoics, piliboxes, or caves while our assault
wave passes through, War dogs are also valuable in
this mopping-up phase.
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ThirG, turn the Jap's own tricks against him. Some
of the deceprions listed in this chapier involve suicidal
risks, but sirost of themy are sound military tactics that
will work as well aganst the lap as for him,  Beuer,
n fact, becavse the average Jap soldier s a slow thinker
and gets rattded when he linds hinwself i an unforeseen

posiiton.  When his enemy pulis something that’s not in

the book, not provided for in his orders, he's sunk.

1t's si:n;‘!c as ABC—

WATCH YOUR
TRIGGER FINGER

LOOK BEFORE
You LEAP

TURN THE TABLES
ON TRE JAP
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CHaprer 3. AMBUSHES

Jap ambushes may be expected on a large scale wher-
ever the country offers cover.  Thar ambushes vary from
rraps faid for individeal soldiers to claborate pesitions de-
sned 1© wipe out an entire column. They are most
pften directed against small petrols moving zlong a rail
ot dry stream bed, or against small motorized cofumas
on 4 read.  The awbush may be carried out by a group
ot snipers, a combat patrol, or by 4 specially designaved
ambush party.  Or i the case of an mdividual ambush,
a stsgle siper may carey it out,

lap tacuical ambushes, directed against an entire pacrel
or columiy, are on the whole pot much Jisferent from
var own.  Bur thoir individeal, hitand-run aimbushes
usuaily have that special Jap odor,

HIT.AND-RUN AMBUSHES

Jap individual ambushes are based on luring one or
moere of our troops into 2 position where one or more
faps <an pick them off with rifle of awtomatic-weapon
hre.

The Japs use 2 wide variety of baiz. A Japanese
officer’s sword near a cave entrance,  An anguished voice
showting “Medhes!” in English. An cmpty foxhole that
will save a tred Marine the trouble of digging a fresh
onc. The souvenir sword is, of course, coverad by &
machine gun inside the cuve: the anguished voice s u
jap sniper’s: and the jap whe It the foxhole ampo
has a bead Jrawn o it from another, better-hidden
foxhale,

The bait for other traps is kigher qualitv. In Bou-
gainville, the Japs would make single dovensandal
tracks in the soft earth.  American soldiers woukd follow
the il expecting w find ene Jap.  Iastead, they would
wak inte concemtrited guniire. In the sume arca, the
japs built small cooking fires to lead our patrols 1o be
eve they couid surprise the snemy preparing a1 meal.
Creeping op, the patrois were ambushed by japs waiing
aleag the il

In New Guinea. the bait was stricdy Jap.  They would
place a caprured, wounded Allied soldicr near @ trail or
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perimeter, covered by machine guns, and torture hun
antil he screamed for help. Or they dragged a dead
Allied soldicr close to our lines and propped him up.
covered by zifiemen, expecting that a detail would be
sent out 1o rescuc him.

A variation of the frst of those tricks was reported
from another operition.  Sandwiching in a few words of
Faglish occasionally. the Japs sercamed and yelled 1o give
the impression that UL 5. coldicrs were being tortured.
hoping to augict our troops 1o the scene and ambush
them.

A routine trap, encountered in numerous operations, is
for jap inhitrators o CUt Allicd 1clephone lines, and Jie
‘o wait for the Jinemen who come out w0 repare them,

TACTICAL AMBUSHES

Jap ractical ambushes are sometimes bascd on a trick
such s thase listed above, sometimes depend exclusively
on concealment,

Herc i< a typical example of the first sort, reported by
a U. S. parachute segiment on Nocmfoor [sland:

An American patrol—a reinforced plaoon—had ad-
vanced about 2,000 vards threagh the jungle when it
met three unarmed enemy who indicated a desire to
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surrender. When the getaway man of the patrol ook & AL g
cover, the Japs ran into the bush, whereupon the paizol ' : i
leader immediately became suspicious.  He sent a recon-
raissance party about 75 yards to the front. This parsy
ran into Nambu machine-goun and ritle fire. At the same
time the rear of the column was fired on by hevy
machine guuns and ritlemen.

The patrol was thrown into allaround defense and
orcdered to dig in.  The Japs kept up heavy intermittent
but incffective fire from 1700 10 about 2000.

they started dropping grenades and

mwore fire into the area and kept it up until midnight,

At about 2000

During the night they tried w0 infiltrate the position
without success. At daybreak they withdrew, firing scy-
cral machinegun bursts to cover their withdrawal.

The patrol leader estimated thar he had been sur-
rounded by about 100 Japs, Their fire was on a fixed
line, indicating preestablished positions; but fortunately
it was wo high 1w be effective.  Twenty-one Japs were
kifled in the action, against two of our troops Killed and
one wounded, all in the mitiai phase. The proportion
would have been considerably different if the patrol leader
hadn't been on his toes,



AMBUSH ALONG A TRAIL

A more claborate jap ambush, depending sntirely i
concealment and aimed a anmbiiating an entive Alfied
column, was reported trom Burma.

A company of Allied troops wiis pursuing a japancse
force along a trail, meving e the direciion incicatad by

ghe arrswe in the sketch on this page. The comipany had

an advance gusrd snd was in conventioaal 2pproach
march foripanon.

Berween X and Y the srail ran comparatively steatght
for about ise vards, foilowing an old stream bed tha
sasmed 3 cicaring about 65 fect wide. The advance
guard carefully examined e cdges of the cearing for
signs of a jup smibush and found none.  The main body
was ordered 10 move G

What the advance goard fafled 1o discover was that
the faps had butlt pladorms in the troes at X and X,
and had placed rwo hight machine guns in each tree, sited
wo 1ake the teail under crossfire.  These plattorms, about
a5 fect from the ground, were carciully camouilaged
and were practically invisible {rom below. The advance
guard had also fled 1o notee, o it they did, they paid
a6 atiention to 4 nomber of old game grails that fed out
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from the dearing 10 converge «t points A and B, where
the Japs Bad estwbliched rendezvous puints for smbush
pariies,

As soon as the advance guard had moved past point
Y. the lap ainbush paries «t A and B auickly moved
in and stationed themaclves along tho edges of the
clearing,

As the head of the main body reached Y, ihe tail was
approaching X. At this point, the four Jap machine
guans opencd fire. Taken by surprise, the Allied troops
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sapmediately headed for the cover of the jungle, but
fere they were met by the ambush partics,  The casual-
tics of this second phase were all scvercly slashed on the
avms and shoulders, indicating that the Jap ambush
parties either didn't carry rifles or preferred the silence
of knives. The total casualties were about 40 percent of
the company, and included the company commander. In
the confusion following the attack the eatire Jap party
succeeded in escaping.

Precisely the same type of ambush was empioyed
against a column in the Wingate expedition.
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AMBUSH AT A PADDY FIELD

The sketch on this page shows an Allied pesition in
Burma which had been stalemated for some time. The
fighting was wking place along the one teail leading
down the valley. The location was particularly imy
portant since it controlled the only ford across the river
and ncither side had any brdgebuilding equipment.
The Allies had probed the defense and concluded thar
the weakest part of the position was that in front of the
small paddy ficld. They planned a two-platoon attack.
While one platcon made a holding attack in front of D,
the other platoon was 10 break through between B and C,
as indicated by the arrow.

The attack was launched as planned. Bur the Japs,
anticipating the time and direction of the awack, had
evacuated their positions.  Encountering no opposition,
the Allied piatoon burst into the clearing and headed
for the opposite side to flank the enemy at D. When
they were well into the clearing, encmy machine guns
located in trees at A, B, C, and D opened up and caught
the attackers in a deadly crossfire.  Only 14 men escaped.
The other 18, including the platoon leader, were killed.
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CHAPTER 4, SNIPERS

The role of sniper particolarly snits the memality of
the Jap soldier. it builds up his individual importance,
gives hum a chance to show off his courage. skill, en-
cdurance, and cunning. Amd he can Jdaim foll eredit
for his exploits—ameng his fellows, if he happens to
survive: among his anecstors it he doesn’t.

The patience of jap snipers is proverbial. Numerous
instances have been reported where snipers have croached

or lain in ane position for as long as three davs just 1o
fire one shot—undoubtedly realizing that they would be
Rilled immediately afterwards. “They will stand for hours
i rice helds, up to their necks in water. At Milne Bay
a Jap suiper camoulizged as a 1ropical bush crouched on
the edge of an Australian jungle outpost for two days
without meying, to learn the names and habits of the men

salsasasssdvus iaassas

in the detachment. Finally he called out in a perfeat Aus-
tralian accent, “Say, Bill, where are vou?  This js Alf.”
When Bill showed himself, the bush suddenly arose and
shot him dead, then dropped back into the foliage. The
sniper was wounded only after the area had been com:
pletely raked with machine.gun fire,

-
.
o
<
"
-




CASPE AAR T R A LR ALY Ry VY YRR L A

BUT THIS
ONE MIGHT
BE AIMED AT
You /

e

S AMTESA AT N PRI 0 MV RN WAL L (oS AR My N A W e o A OSSN

The marksmanship of Jap snipers is soso. Durning
the carly years of the war there was a tendency to exag-
gerate the deadly accuracy and abundance of Jap snipers.
Then our troops gradually learned that only a few of the
japs who sniped at them were trained marksmen.  The
others were apparently c¢hosen for theie expendability
rather than their ability. In this chaper the term




Ssniper” 18 used n its broadest sense of a soldier who
aiipes, rather than a soldier whe is specially trained and
ecuipped to deliver accurate fire at mid ranges and sbove.

As for the patience of the Jap sniper, one thing o
sotce abour the Milne Bay incident given above is that
there was a good deal of stupidity mixed in with the
satience of the sniper who played bush for two days for
s single shot. Uranted that he had it figured thaz Bill
was a key man, he could have done much more damage
: 30 seconds with a hand grenade.  Or if he didn’t have
a grenade, he surely should have managed, given two
full days, o trade more than onc life for his owp.

Jap snipers are patient, ves, and good at concealment,
camoutlage, cover, and selection of position. Their fire
discipline is excellent. But they have nothing that
reastine alertness. plus obscrvation of the same military
virtues, plus our own better shooting and thinking, can’t
«-,mi_\ beat.

HOW

The Japs use snipers both offensively and defensively,
{ offensive assignments, Jap snipers inhitrate within
the enemy lines—or are left behind in a withdrawal—
v pick off officers or gun crews, 1o create confusion and

|

harassment. or to stage a demanstration at the time of
the man frontal attack thar will make their enemy be-
tieve he's surrounded.  Jap soipers also attack advance
units or paitols, preferably from the rear. They cover
breaks in our telephone or telegraph lines. They play
& key part in almost every type of Jap ambush or small-
unit raid.

Used detensively, whenever possible Jap snipers are
made a definite part of the Japanese defensive svstem.
They cover small advanced positions; lines of approach
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te the main positions; pillboses, road blocks und cbstacles,
gun positions, and other mnstatlations; the flanks of de-
fense arcas; roads or trails in their own and our areas.
Snipers may also be used to gather informavon, in
which case they avoid hiring unless discovered, remaining
for long periods to obscrve troop movements and dis-
~ positions.
Another duty of snipers is to spot encmy shipers, and
~ they arc urged to bring back enciny prisoners,
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Very rarely, Jap snipers work singly.  More often they
operate in pairs. each covering the other; or in partics
of three 1o half a dozen or more.

WHERE

A favorite post for a Jap sniper is a tree. A tree gi\'s
good obscrvation and good concealment; the enemy can't
come close enough to use & bayonet or a knife: men
driving past in open-topped trucks or carriers arc sidting
pigeons.

However, on Leyte Jap saipers preferred to operate
on the ground, in groups of three or four. In Burma,
they favored smali pits dug under fallen trecs, or posi-
tions under the spreading roots of tropical trees.

Where caves have been avatlable, fap snipers have
made fall use of them. Also rocks, bushes, underbrush,
jogs, stumps; bedgerows. fallen palm Jcaves, ravines, and
any other available nateral cover.

Where natural cover is not available, they hide them-
selves in pillboxes or foxheles, or under a camoufliged
shelter hall. Three days after our first landings on
Kwajalein, Jap soldiers were stll sniping from foxholes
covered with a natural camouflage of palm fronds to
blend with the surrounding terrain,  Other encmy sol-
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diets lay in full view among the bodies of Jap dead.
¢me sniper infiltrated behind our lines during the nighe
=ndd hid himself in a rubbish heap. He allowed U. S.
soldiers to go by and then fired on them from the rear.
When be was discovered, he dida’t give up until gasoline
hadd been poured on the rubbish pile and set afire.

t)a Guadalcanal, snipers were buried in the ground,
with slits Just large enough for peep holes and the muz-
cles of their rifles. These positions were dug to face
ihi¢ rear of our troops after they had passed by.

Men who fought at New Britain reported that Jap
snipers were seldomn in the places where they might have
been expected.
hillside, the snipers usually
fired into our men from trees on the level rather than
from above. On Iwo Jima, encmy snipers hid themselves
under our Jdead during daylight hours and came out to
fire at night. Some of the Jap snipers wore Marine
uniforins,

In village fighting, the japs wse houses or native huts

If our woops were advancing along a
were on the low side and

an
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for cover—but try to pick the lcast likely ones, and are
more apt to be underneath than inside.

Whenever possible, a Jap sniper in a covered position
tries to provide himself with an equally well-covered
escape route. Jap pillboses, particularly in areas well
fortified before our arrival, have pumerous hidden escape
trenches, and their caves have multiple exits.

Preferably, Jap snipers choose posts with good observa-
tion—at the turn of a trail or the turn of a dry stream
bed, or the head of a ravine. But it isn't safe to count
on this, A Jap sniper may post himself where he can
sce only a few square feet, and wait for days until an
cnemy crosses his narrow field of fAre.

A Jap sniper operating from a tree often ties himself
in position so he can handle his weapon freely, and so
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@.\ \‘\\1“ _ : = his body won't fall wi’mn _shol but will continue to at-
o ‘.\\"\\“ 1 == tract fire. He also will tie his weapon to the tree 1o
" \ \\\:\\ —— e avoid dropping it carelessly or if wounded. Machine
‘E:—'t:_’f’j——:_f_:_ = — guns in particular are securcly lashed to the tree, and
= relief men are ready to take the place of snipers who are
’;-x%; ay— shot.
‘-,?_.:;Z;x:-—-—-*-—:——:-:'_.‘i‘—-__.. — —— Sometimes the Japs install dummy snipers in trees. In

New Guinea, an Allied patrol advancing up the coast
was fired on by a sniper in a tall tree.  The patrol halted,



focated the sniper, and apparentdy shot him down. Con-
boing their advance, they were fired on again, This
tippened  several nmies. The patrol Sinally  discovered
that g singie sniper was holding them up. The saipers
diot down were dommies, dropped by a pulley arrange-
vent atier the patrol had hred a number of shots. In
spother case reponted, the sniper's dummy was rigged so
thaat 1t could be pulied back wmto place.  The smper made
e mistake of pulling it back too soon, giving away the

Ancther time, a Jap sniper in a wree dropped a dummy
rible after he had been fired on. When the Allied soldier
went up o investigate the kill, the Jap opened fire a
“Jose range.

ruring the Makin operation, Jap snipers worked their
way by night mto ree positiens close to ane of our com-
pany pegioeters: from their trees they expected to be able
o look down into foxheles, But the fexholes were too
will camouflaged.  About dawn, the snipers dropped
treerackers o the ground. The sound resembled Jap
w:ide hire, and several of our men revealed their positions
by shooting at random, and were at once fired on by the
aispxers. Thercafter men listened for the hiss that comes
belore the explosion of a firccracker.
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WHO

Jap snipers choose their targets with considerable care.
An officer or squad leader is of course considered good
pickings. Where these take the precaution of removing
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their insignia, the sniper watches to see who i3 giving
arders or hand signals, or carryving a pistol; or he listens
to the way our men address one another. Radicmen
are also favored targets, and gun crews. On Saipan and
in parts of the Philippines, Jap saipers paid particular
attention to American litter bearers and aid men.

On Leyte, where Jap snipers tended to operate in nests
of three or four, on the ground, the snipers scldom fired
at vehicles moving along roads no matier how loaded
with troops they might be.  They did, however, fire con-
tinually at foot woeops on roads, mdividuals as well as
formations. When firing at 2 singic man, only one
sniper would shoot so as not to disclose the sniper posi-
tions any mere than necessary.

Snipers along a road or trail or in the path of an
Allied advance usually lex the advance clements—or, if
it's a small force, the entire force—pass by so that they
can operate {rom their favorite position, the rear,  After
firing, the snipers usually guickly move to another
position,

if their aim is to cover a withdrawal, they may adopt
a somewhat different tactic. When the advance guard
of their enemy reaches the sniper screen, the snipers fire
enough rounds to halt the guard, then slip out of their



troes, retire 100 vards to @ new position, fire again, and
tepeat until they have fullen back to the main defensive
powtion. This was a usual Jap withdrawal wetic in
el Burma, with outposts being substituted for sniper
“WIECRS iN SOINE Cascs.

1o vary the procedure and keep their enemy guessing,
the Japs sometimes did this: Instead of meeting the
Mied column with fire from outposts or svipers, the
rearsguard force in the main position would be the first
W give combat. Then, as the action devcloped, they
weatld send out groups of three or four snipers to harass
e flanks and rear of the atackers. When the Jap
was guard abandoned a delaying position the move was
meacde at nighy, uspally starting about an hour after

vinset, Most of the time the Japs were quite noisy

during their preparations for withdrawal. But they
wonsid leave g light machine gunner or @ sniper i posi-
son unnl fiest light, He would fire an cccasional burst
s give the impression that the position was still occupicd.

Cenerally speaking, Jap snipers won't fire on a single
:ian1 unless he happens 2o be a key man—an officer or non-
com or radioman or a scout who they suspect is taking
ek important information,  They prefer to wait for a
hance 1o fire on a pumber of men from the rear while

maimtaining good personal security.  Much has been said
and written about the suicide mania of the Japanese.
But most Japs preter to stay alive.  And Jap commanders
prefer not 1o waste their trained marksmen needlessiy,

R B




ORI TR e B e e e L e
- § o " - - .

A sneall percentage of Jop sarpers are cauipped with s Type o7 (1937) 6.5-mm 5 cial sniper’s rifle.
8¢ 0; /% ¥ Ju Py yoe v 7] P

JOOLS OF THE TRADE L

The Japs have designed a special rifle for their snipers.
The Type 97 (1937) 6.5-nm sniper’s rifle was developed
from the standard Type 38 (1905} G5-mm zific. The
special features of the sniper's rifle are a wlescepic sight
and a folding monopod. Te accommodate the welescopic
sight, a sight-mounting bracket is bolted ta the left side of
the recciver and the bolt handle has been fengthened andd
bent downward 1o clear the sight.

Snipers net provided with this rifle use the standard

Jap 6.5- or 77-mm rifles, or captured Allied rifles, The
Japs, morcover, don't always follow the bock-ruie that ¢
sniper must be a rifleman. In place of a rifle, their R
snipers may be armed with automatic weapons. They 1 AERENNGS 5 B o S
often carry grenades as well as small ans; a favorite  Jap tree snipess sometinies wear iheie light

ek

climébing irans.




ek is to fob these from the roadside into passiag ame
pitnition carriers or trucks.

Snipers who operate in trees appear to prefer the learher
b, as the conuon rubbersoled, splitwoe shoe, or “tabn”,
dsoan's give a good footing for climbing. Tree snipers
wizy be equipped with fight climbing irons, and almost
sways are carefully camouflaged by the various means
Sicussed in the next chaprer.

FOSTSCRIPT

o sum up here's the score on the Jap sniper:

At fire discipline, he rates an unqualified superior,
F1is concealment and patience are also superior, with this
sablibeation: iw’s inciined to run these virtues into the
groumdte sacrifice ficid of fire for the sake of better
cvcalment, and to spend 24 hours doing 2 15-minute
g:;th.

s meniality is only fair, and his marksmanship, ex-
gt in isolated cases, can't touch that of our owa saipers,
it fagt, g out of 10 Jap snipers are snipers only by virtue
i their concealed positions,  They've received no special
taning in marksmanship, and are aomed with the
weapons of the ron-ofthe-mili infantryman,  Their offec
sveness is slight at long ranges, Their effectiveness at

close ranges depends on getting in the first shot—or the
first three or four.  Or on their enemy losing his head.

Our own striaa fire discipline, oar own slertiess and
routine seaurity measures, and our own betier marksunan-
ship can casily cancel out that effectivencess.
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CHarer 5. CAMOUFLAGE AND DUMMY INSTALLATIONS

I at least one aspect of military operations the Japs
st be granted a well earned excelient.  This is in the
smaiter of camouflage and deception.  Although cases
cap b found where the Japs used poor camouflage or
aone at ali, generally speaking they bave been unusuaily
ot at concealing men, weapons, and emplacements.

I'he individual Jap soldier is well trained in the value
of concealment. He uses camoutlage not only on his
pesson, but on his weapons, emplacenents, installations,
aind vehitcles of all kinds, He sometimes carries camou-
fage 1o amazing lengths, with great attention to detml.
bV oreport from Burma claimed that even the clephants
the Jap Ariny was psing were camouflaged.  The hides
af the aniinals were painted in large patches of ditTerent
fides of green to match the colors of the jungle.

The deception created by Jap camoutlage is frequently
spczeased by dummy weapons. sited to draw attention
rors real installations, and by firm fire discipling, main-
remed to prevent an early give-away of the positions
P W(‘:.lpOﬂS.

INDIVIDUAL CAMOUFLAGE

The Jap bas done some of his best work in camou-
Hage on his own person.  He makes every efioit to blend
himself into the background and usually begins by digging
. Then he covers himself and his foxhole with vegetation
matching the surroundings.

The Japs place heavy emphasis on the use of grass,
bushes, trec branches or leaves, and ali other natural
materials, In addition the fap soldier is issued camou-
Bage aids. Individual helmet- and body-camouflage nets
are provided into which the Japs weave grass or strips
of palm fronds, In place of these, rows of light cord
may be scwn across the uniform o provide means of
holding natueal camouflage. Sometimes Jap riflemen
and obscrvers use the hooded antigas cape made of light,
water-repellent tan paper,

Japs hghting above the snow line on Atru Jsland in
the Alcwtians wore white snow parkas. When they

moved across the grass of the lower hilisides, they often
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crouched with surips of green maiting held in from of
them, On other occasions they have used screens made
of bamboo or branches plaited together with rope or wire.
These screens, generally covered with grass and nets, may
be cither portable or stationary. The stationary screens are
used for concealing positions, installations, or matériel;
the portable screens commonly hide personnel.

Jap snipers camouflage themselves with special care.
The sniper is given a thorough course in individual
camoufiage before he enters combat. He's rtaught that
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the camoufiage of the upper half of the body is partica-
larly imporiant. For this he's trained te use helmer and
body nets, striped in various colors, Which he decorates
with dyed straw issued with the nets or with foliage of
his own choosing. {

Like the chamcicon, the jap sniper varies his protective
coloration  according t© his immediaze surroundings.
Snipers in jungle areas often paint their faces and hands
green and cover their clothes with leafy branches. One
tree sniper, examincd after he was shot down, carried
a green net for his helmet, a pair of long green gloves,
and a beule of green liquid for smcaring his face and
rifle. Snipers in coconut palms sometimes string coco-
aus around their necks,

Anather covering Jap snipers have used is the camou-
flage jungle jacket. This is made of palm fronds that
cover the body to the kices, with a short cape over the
shoulders and upper arms. The green palm fronds dry
out and turn brown after a few days but are still vseful
under favorable coler conditions.

Last but far frem least of the camouflage means of the
individual Jap soldier is his phenomenal capacity for
immobility. He has learned well the lesson that move-
ment 38 more revealing than color,
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fap troope dreised in grass camouflage.
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LAMOUFLAGE OF SMALL POSITIONS

O Attu Japs disguised their hiliside positions, such as
tosdioies, with pussy willow branches, draped with tuadra
atons and wifts of grass. On the Southwest Pacific
wlads they used bamboo and pilm fronds: in Burma,
soushoand vines,  Their carcful auention 0 camouilage
s ixen general, not confined 1w or even outstanding in
onc area. They use whatever materials they ain get
hesr hands on, wnd use them well,

t 2 covered positions grass is used o mask the nurrow
chmervation and firing slis.  The outlines and shadows
of il positions are breken up by tfts of grass loosely
versed o ropes. The Japs open the rope strands, as
i eplaing. place tufts of grass between the strands, Huff
e vty then twist the strands of rope back in place.
srnetumes they use rice straw instead of grass. At other
s they place traw matting over openings and excava.
vons. Carefully done, such methods make a hill known
to fe aecupied by the Japs Took compleiely deseried.

“hthe beaches of Pacific islands the Japs buile rifle pits
s spavhine-gun positions under the shore fringe of coco-
ot trees. The natural sereen of low undergrowth in
oae ol the positions was undisturbed,

T

The faps hide small rifle and machine-gan positions by

covesing them with sod, leaving only narvow openings for
whserration and firing. |
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Building this small log-and-coral pilibox under a tree Natwral growsh almost completely rasks the logs from
helped 1o conceal end drsguisc at. whick this beackhside pasition is built,




hes piltbox ovcrlocking a beach on Anu is enteved by @ Transplanted vegetation blends into Vie landicape a weell-
rear tunncl through the dune. sited Jap pillbox on Guom,

s
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CAMOUFLAGED FORTIFICATIONS

These carcful camouflage techniques have been apphed
o larger foruified positions as well. On Guam, for
example, our men advanced o within 20 to 30 feet of
coconut-log pillboxes before they accurately located them.

The Japs improve upon natural cover by transplant-
ing. In the Solomon ishinds, instcad of using sand-
bags the Japs used bags made from rice straw, filled with
dirt. Rice or other sceds were planted an the top sicks
and the resalt was a nataral green growth.  OGa Makin,
the Japs built a concrete pilibox under a smzll palm tree
and placed turf on top of the position and smail pan.
0 danuos trees around it.  Some pillboxes were covered by
living vines. In barren rocky arcas the rocks themselves
are used for camoutiage.

The Japs wsually take the precaution of digging up
sod for covering their positions at some distance from
the positions. The sod for some Jap defenses was cut
from rectangular arcas, apparently with the hope that
the comtrasiing color patches would befuddle our air
observers. Similar deceptive techniques have been used T u : A : b
in cutlining entire false trench systems, where only the  Reur entrance of a Pelclin pilbox camouflaged with live
surface sod was stripped off to reveal the dark carth. sod and jungle plants.
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“Cufy the timy finng port gives away this diffside plibox It looks like an innocent native hut, but it's actually a fap
on Peleliu, gun position.




ficiul camowflage are mixed 1o hide @ g5-rmm regimental gun.

Natural and art
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Jap field fortifications asually give the appearance o]
having been planted vather than construcied.

This Jap gun position on Guam was camoufliged by
spreading palm fronds aver the divt revetment.
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Che faps converied this sawed-sione house on Luzon into a pilbox by blocking windows and cutsin ¢ fiving ports,
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This Jap 75 field picce fired v our troops while hal Fron: 20 vards away, rlr:'.c log-and-coral pilbex o Peieliu
hidden under o native shack on Leyze. 14 afmos im possible 1o detect.
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o 11.:.. comorflage has been removed from u cave
pasition far e fop shove 8inch gun on Saipan,
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Fhis pillbox, sited to enfilade a beach on Guam, is typica
of the faps’ skill in masking cave positions.



CAMOUFLAGE OF BUILDINGS

The most usual Jap way of camouflaging buildings s
to spread paiin fronds on the roof to blend the building
with its surroundings or to make it look like a native
hut. Or they may use instead nets, tarpaulins, or natnral
foliage woven mto mats, Some new buildings on jap
Pacific bases were built with large breadfeuit trees grow-
tng through the roofs.  Grass and small bushes are oiten
planted on conerete ammunition- or oil-storage buildings
1o hide them from the air.

Deceptive paintung, in various tones of red and gray,
also appears on Jap buildings.  This may be i the form
of stripes, of grealy varying width, painted parallel w
the length of the building. Or the pamt mnay be applied
in splashes. Many of the Jap heavy gues capiured on
Pacific islands have been disruptively painted with red,
yellow, green, and blue colors,

DUMMY WEAPONS AND POSITIONS

The Japs have shown considerable improvement re-
cently in their construction of dunmmies.  Many of their
log guns, wood tanks, and bamboo sirplanes have been
built i fine detail from materials available on the spot.

Dursrsy t20-mm dual-purpose gun, complete with em-
placement, built by the Japs on Guan.
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larines found these dummy Jap A4 guns on the

slopes of M. Tapotchan on Saipan

A ———

(ne of five dumniy coast defense guns the Japs buslt from
coconut logs and burlap on Makin.

844 Badbudld



Dummy tenk sculpruved by the Laps our of the soft volcanic ash that covers lwo [ima.
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e oy guns were found on Makin fslind. Three
teonesy, o the west coast, looked like coast defense
They were placed so they “guarded” the beu
woh of landing beach on the west side of the isiand.
it barrels were coconut logs with burlap wrapped

aund the “muzzle”. The mounis were also made of

Lipwnapped coconut logs, The three guns on the

1oonast were built in coral-stone revelments, while

vl two were placed in positions construcied of

crat logs, which projecied from 1 to 3% feet out of

p _.‘-?:H‘JL

¢ few Guinea the Japs prepared dummy defenses in
shwious positions to draw our attackers into pre-

cod lanes of tire.

Cucaay searchlights and dummy range finders, com-

coen w duinmy figures of crews, were set up ncas
coqen beach, Increasingly realistic dummy planes are
o planted in growing numbers on Jap airstrips,

any tanks and tankettes are built in elaborate detail.

ey antiaireraft battery was mace of bamboo logs
n wlote «and where the contrast in colors would ar-
siention.  Close up these positions fool nobody,

o Boun any distance at all they often look real enough
e barge amounts of ground, airn, and naval fre.

LIKE MOST
DUMMIES —
THEY LOOK REAL
ENOUGH FROM A
DISTANCE.
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1 KNOW THRE LCCATION | One N::)’w/
OF EVERY MINE N N———
THIS AREA, MY B0Y,
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CHAPTER 6. ANTIPERSONNEL MINES
e faps” use of land ines s on the rise. iws Jima  or in bivouac areas, wire enzanglements, obstacles, dban- :
i hweavtly mined against both vehicles and per- doned trenchies. and amtitank minehelds, This randem ¥
ot annd key areas on Ckinawa were even more thickly ese continves, but deliberate antipersonnel mincficlds are :
ol Dmrisg 25 and 36 May, spproximarcly oo pow beinyg encountered.  Ne very clear parterns have yet
s were remeved in the arcas south and west of  emverged, but there appears 1o be 2 tendency 10 scancr ‘ '1
funi. These mines were 2 typicdl assorimest of  Type 3 pottery or wooden-box mincs in pairs, with the :
witiicry shells, soo-pound aceial bobs, torpedo  mines in cach pair 6 e § fect apart and usnaliy joined
senty and standard Jand mines, by groen wip wires.
i Jape have fagged behind other modern armies in Another recent development is the ose of amililting
e sandard antipersonnel mincs, but their new devices with Jap nunes. o Burma not long ago, 20 ot

Cusaas, besides being very ditheult 1o detect beeause of a fiedd of 100 1apemeasire mincs were found w6 be
e nosmictaliic consiruction, are fited with combi.  equipped with an antiifting hooby trap consisting of a

cecosunepall fozes sensitive enough to be detonated pull igatter end detonator inserted into a doth sack of
ceomned g well as vehicles, Alse, they have destgned piczic acid cxplosive. A string ran from the rings on
craanel fuzes that they substitute for the original the sides of the mines to the pull igoites.
e thoeir “rape-measure” antitank mnine and have Booby-trapped Jap mines are still relatively rare. but a
el vartous maprovised charges that are effective safe rule is never to move or attempt to disarm an encmy
vat i rsopned, mine without first making a thorough scarch for awtached

e reccntiy, the faps sited their antiporsonnel mines booby traps. In fact, give the mine a wide berth unless
ke e random along likely routes of our advance  you've heen specifically raught how to deal with it




TAPE-MEASURE MINE

The Type 03 (1933) mine, asually known as the tape-
measure mine because it looks like a rolled-up sieel wape
measure, was designed as an antitank mine, requiring
a pressure of 250 pounds to set it off.  But the Japs now
often fit it with # sensitive antipersonnel fuze, operated
by a pressure varying from 25 10 70 pounds. The only
difference between the fuzes is the size of the shear wire.

On Betio the Japs placed tape-measure mines with ann-

o

personnel fuzes in patterns of dingonul rows, abouwt 30
inches apart.  On Iwo Jima, two out of every three ape
measure mines were fived with the sensitive fuze.

The wpemeasure mine consists of a tan or olive<irab
circular metd] comiainer, 62 inches s diameter and

134 inches thick, filled with 2 pounds of picric acid ex-
plosive. The mine weighs 3 pounds. A round brass
disk screwwd into the center of the top covers the per-
cussion fuze. The mine functions wher pressure on the
fuze cuts the shear wire, allowiny the sirtker to pierce
the detonator.

Because of their small charges, 1ape-mensure mines are
often liid in pairs, or in tiers of three or four. In many
cases they are used us initiators for larger buried charges
such as torpedo warheads, depth charges, serial bombs,
or picric acid.

ro peutralize the Type u3 minc—aiter that carctul
search for an attached booby trap—unscrew the milled
brass plug without maving the mine or excrting any
pressure on it.  Normally cach mine is provided with a
safciy cap o be screwed over ihe top of the striker and
a safety cylinder to be placed over the cap. Toweser,
these devices probably won't be avalable and the wisest
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i bt destroy the mine in place, although it may be
cude wde by unscrewing the complete fuze. Buried
Ll sncasire mines must be uncovered with special care
coee the Japs sometimes place them upside down,

FEONMETALLIC MINES

e Pype 3 (1933), Model A s 2 ponmetallic land
o woeently develeped by the Japs and used in some
caniur on fwo Jima, where it proved an effective anti-
ot obstacle. The mine consists of 4 cylindrical
i beiy of terea coita or pottery with a slightly domed
it a8 8l inches in diameter. 4 inches high in the
et 355 nches high at the edge. Tt is filled with
snds of explosive contained in a rubber bag. The
© tits ma nibber seating in the conter of the wp of the
Fao ypes of combination pull-pressure fuzes gre
ek el working on the springJoaded striker principle.
£ anher s beld in place by a release fork, to which is
Catd G g5 oot green trip cord.,
Viosse an the fuze or a pull on the cord dislodges
e dork and allowes the striker to fall, seting off
C e, which has an effective antipersonnel radius
vt o vardse The Japs claim that peessure of 44
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pounds or a pull of 22 pounds is enough to detonare
the mine.  Probably guite a bit maore pressure than 4's

The plustic fuze of the I‘ap Type 3, Madci A poriery
mine opervates by either puli or pressure.
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pounds s pecessary, but a flled GEF shee wiil do the
; inck.  Tests show that a pull of 5 10 § pounds will set
off the mine,

The Type 3. Model B mines wscs the sanie fuzes as the
Model A. The nails make it easier o detect.

To neutralize the ming, insert a safely pin or amall
nail 1 the striker head. then unscrew the fuze,

A farger version of this sne, measuring 0l mches
in diameter and containing shout 6' pounds of explo
sive, has been reported, i

The Type 3. Model B mine, first recovered on fwo Jima,
uses the same fuze, charge, and rubber fuzescating as the
Model A, Put the outer casing is a4 weil-made wooden
box. 735 inches square and 35 inches high. This mine is
probably less dangerous than the pottery madel becanse
the &"«micn comainer has littde fragmentation cffect,

On Dwo fisw, the Japs nid twe faicdy ¢xtensive anti
pcrsouuei minciclds wing Type 3 mines fined for detor
nauen by either pressure or wrip wire. The fields were
iain in irreguiar paticrns, with the munes seantered
pairs, ¢ach pair 0 to § feet apant and usuaily connected
with green trip wires, Type 3 mines were also found
in abandoned trenches,

According 1o the japs, the fuzes from shese ponmctabiic
mines are interchangeable with cenain standard argillery
tuzes, which makes it possible to coavert any common
mortar or howitzer shedl into a very etfective land mine

or booby trap. They may also be inserted ioto a block of

picric acud, TNT, or other explosive and used similasly.
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fuk drnshed, the horns of this hemispherical antiboar
i will explade 40V pownds of cxplosive,

BEACH MINES

Untii late in 1944, the Japs made their most detenmined
mining efforts on beaches as a Jefense against our landing
operaticns.  The mines most often encountered in beach
arcas have been the doublehorn hemispherical antiboat
mmne, Type o8, and the single-horn “teakettle™ antiboat
mine. Both of these mines ure intended primarily to
destroy or damage landing boats and vehicles, but they
arc also effective against personnel and so constitute a
danger 10 the individual soldier.

The double-horn mine has a hemispherical shape with
the two ringed horns ncar the wp. The mine explodes
when either horn is bent or crushed. breaking an acid-

flled vial. Conuict of the acid with battery plates gen-

erates electricity that detonaies the mine. The single-
horn mine, which functions in the same way, resembles
a metal cone with one horn on twp. Both types are
pamted black, The hemispherical mine weighs slighely
over 100 pounds while the conical mine weighs about
7o pounds. The horizontal pull required to bend the
horn and break the acid vial of either mine is about 200
pounds at the outermost ring.

These mines have been found buried so that all bus

g3
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The [aps sometinees attach &ip wires 1o the horn of therr
tea-keitle mine, most often found on beachies.

84

the horus are concealed. but in other cases the whole mine
was exposed. Frequently the Japs have connceted trip
wires Detween the horns of adjacent mines or between
the mincs and nearby obstacles so that a pull on the
wire would deronate the mincs,

These horned mines should be moved only when abso-
hutely nccessary. Each mine is supplied with two carry-
ing bandles and should be carried by two men, being
especially carcful not to touch the horns and moving ihe
mine only as lar as necessary to clear the area. The
actual removal of the fuzes should be left 10 bamb dis-
posal parties, since booby-trapping of the fuzes within
the mines is (uute casy.

YARDSTICK MINE

A fourth type of Jap mine that is dangerous 0 per-
sonnel as well as vehicles is the “yvardstick™ mine, so-cailed
because of its Aat-oval shape and 36-iach length. The
shape and olive-drab color of the stecl case make it casy to
conceal in soil or loose trash. The mine contains eight
7% -pound blocks of picric acid cxplosive shaped to receive
a maxitnom of four pressure fuzes, although mosi minc:
examined have been fisted with only three fuzes. &
pressre on the mine ¢ase of 335 pounds shears the shea
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The yardstick mine is designed for use a gainst tanks and other vehieles but is alio dangerous to personnel. B

(= uf one or more of the fuzes and forces down the s detonator.  The shear pin may be removed entirely, or

“iese plunger, 2 shear wire thin encugh to break under a man's weighs
i ke shear pin is removed, a pressure of as littde as may be substituted.

- ronads will cause the fuze to function. The strength Yardstick mines are also used as detonators for bombs
i e case, however, limits use of the assembled mine Laid horizontaily,

- i antipersonnel weapon,  When the Japs use this To neutralize the fuze of this mine, insert an im-
- agminst personnel, they generally remove the blocks provised safety pin in the safetywire hole located just
0 ardosive from the case and set out a single pair with  below the head of the release plunger,




IMPROVISED MINES

The japs have improvised antipersonnet mipes from
acrial bombs, shells, and depth charges. In the town of
Garapan on Saipan Idand, 63-kg (138-pound ) bombs were
found buried tail-down ia the strecis with the nose fuzes
armed. Some of the bombs were placed in obvious places
so that personael or vehicles atteinpting to avoid them
would set off other bener-conczaled mines,

During the Salween campaign in Burma, mines were
found that consisied of two 754mn shells tied together
with a primercap imbedded in the nose of one sheil.
The shells usually were supplemented by 20 pounds of
cxplosive.  The shells and explosive were placed in holes
duy in roads or paths and covered by a camonflaged board
cover supported over the hole at ground level by light
bamboo sticks. Vanous arrangements with string werce
usedd for igniting the primercap in the shell. In some
cases the hole was a dummy and the actual mine was
buricd off 1o one side, connected so that 1t would be
exploded when the cover over the hole was lifted.

Depih charges were found on Luzon Istand with an
S-inchsquare pressure board connected to the striker
by a wooden biock, as shown in the sketch on this page.

86

Weight applicd o the pressure board forced the striker
down on the detonator, setting off the booster and i turn
the main charge.,

The Japs have also built various wooden-box mines
fited with either pull or combination pressure-pull friction

Odnd sty
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Can pnrys the Jups have used artiilery shells and dynansite TR s s iR i
vipnovised nunes.  The mine gbove [unctions when Typical Jap box mines. The top mine is a triple threat;
bt an the board cover pulls the igniter in one of the pressure on the cover, a puil on the wip wire, or lifting

it The mine below can be exploded either by pressure  the box will set it off.  Lifting the lower mine or pulling

“w she rover ar by Lifung the cover. is tiap wire flashes the friction fuze.

87
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Substitzing o Type 3 mine fuzc (ubove) or a [riction pull
igniter (below) Jor the normal fuse of an artiliery shell
conuerts it 10 a land mine.

fuzes and equipped with supplementiry booby-trap wires
that function when the mine is hifted. These are used
against both tanks and personnel.  An example of cach
iype is shown on the preceding page.

Other mines are improvised—as shown above—by sub.
stituting for the normal fuzes of arillery shells fncuon
pull fuzes or the combination pull-pressure fuzes used with

Type 3 mines.
88

A metal “wool-box™ mine was recovered in the Clark
Ficld arca on Luzon. The outer casing is a standard tin,
olive-drab packing box about 2034 inches long, 534 inches
wide, and 4% inches deep.  The mine weighs about 33
pounds, and contains 1o smail blocks of cxplosive
wrapped in fong sticks of ten with waterproof wrapping.
Two standard Jap fuzes of the type used in the tape-
measure mine protrade from the wp of the box, As with
she tape-measure mine, the shear wire may be varied in
thickness, varving the pressure required 1o dewonate the
mine. The amount of explosive charge may aiso be varied,
according to the type of target. When the arine is buried,
the pressure release devices of the twe fuzes are just above
the surface of the ground. One mine was discovered by a
soldier who thought the brass dome of the fuze was a
cain lying on the ground. A board may be placed over
both fuzes to increase the chances of the mine being
exploded. The mines weren't faid in any definite pattern
on Luzon. The commonest use was along trails and
animproved roads m the valleys and defiles of the Zam-
bales Mountains, where they were usually placed singly
in locations sclected by individual Jap soldiers av ther

own discretion.
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CHAPTER i BOOBY TRAPS

The Japs, lke the Germans, love gadgets. A Jap
tourist climbing Mi. Fuop, hke a German twourist visiting
Old Heldelberg, is—cr was—never without his camera.
It was not. however, quite as good a camera as the
German's, and the potures thar came out of it wers
usually out of focws or lightstruck; the photo of M
Fuit leoked very much like the photo of grandmother
Nikimoto on her 85th hirthlay, The truth is, the aver-
age Jap isn't roo higpht at mechanical matters.  Nevero
theless he Keeps on 1rving.

The booby tmap appuals to the Jap's fondness for
gadgets, and it als: appeals 1o his fondness for underhand
tactics, Morcover, its particalarly wseful 0 a retreating
force. Se far the faj have done less booby-trapping than
the Germans thil. nd ther traps have shiown less io-
genwvity. The [ajs heve been handicapped. for one thing,
by a lack of creialwicated firing devices. As a conse-
quence, they've Ixwn driven 1o a more than ordinary
amount of improvisanon, much of it crude,  But they're
right in there pitvhing, The scale of Jap booby-trapping
has stcndil; ineeeased and pmlmbly will continue to do so,

On tire whole, theie s nothing particularly new or

anddas L v

unusual about fap booby traps. They use familiar pria-
ciples, methods, and materials. Hand grenades, mortar
and arullery shells, TN'T, nitric acid, glycerine and ben-
zine, acrial bombs—any of these may be used. The Japs
also faver charges of picric acid explosive, 2 lemon-vellow,
crystaliine solid, more powerful than TNT. They take
advantage of jungie or brush to conceal trip wires, and
bait their traps with swords, flags, and other items that
they know will tempt souvenichunting Allied soldiers.
Or they may, adding thac litle personal Jap twuch, use
dead or wounded for bart,

HAND.-GRENADE PRESSURE TRAPS

Hand grenades. being readily available, easily con-
cealed, and quickly sct, are widely used by the Japs for
constructing boeby traps, There are at least five Known
types of Jap high-explosive hand grenades, all of which
can be adapied for booby-trapping. The Tvpe g1 (1931)
and Type 97 (1037} are almost identical [ragmentation
grenades with serrated {waille.grid) stee! bodies. ‘The
Type 99 (1939) is smaller and has a smooth cy¥lindrical

gt s




body. The Type 23 grenade—a Chinese design nére.
quently encountered in receni operations—is especially
useful for booby traps because i has a pulltype friction
wniter. The Japs also have a potate-masher type grenade
which has a pull igniter in the wooden handie.

The Type o1, Type 97, and Type 99 grenades can all
be used in pressure-type booby traps without aliering the
igniters, though their cffectiveness is increased if the
delay powder wrain is removed, bringing about instan.
tancous operation.  These three grenades are futed with
fuzes that are initiated by a blow or pressure on the
striker.  "The usual delay is £ to 5 seconds,

Any one of these Jap grenades, concealed under a board
or loose rubbish, can be detonated by the pressure of a
mant'’s foot, since the weight of a single man is enough
to set off the fuze,. In a booby trap of this sor, the
grenade may be placed cither fuze down or fuze up.
Neutralizing the trap is simple.  Carefully uncover and
remove the grenade, and insezt the safets pin or a nail
i the safety-pin hole.

The Japs have aise used their Type 8¢ 50-mm grenade-
discharger shells i this type of trap, although they often
forger 10 climinate the safety feature in the shell fuze
with the result thut the booby trap is practically harmless.

»
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On Leyie Jap hand grenades disguised as coconuls made
their appearance.  The shell of a cocomn was filied with
black powder with a hand grenade embedded in it, only
the pressure detonator protruding.  This provides a
cdeverly camouflaged explosive charge for use in pressure-
type beoby traps.  Crude, box-type antipersonne! charges,
employing the same principle of grenade detonation as
the coconut mine, also are common. They have been
fovnd in the grass along roads and placed beneath stair-
cases and Hoors in buildings contaiming ammumition.

PULL-TYPE GRENADE TRAPS

The Japs have invented ways of using their pressure-
type hand gremades in pulitype booby traps without
altering the fuzes. One way is to suspend the grepade
by a strip of cloth tied with 2 quick-rciease knot to the
door of a shelter, house, gun position, command post,
or cther structure. Opening the door reicases the knot.
dropping the grenade on its striker.  If the deliy powder
train has been removed, the explosion is instantancous,

Or the trap may be rigged so that opening the door
withdraws a supporting pin or breaks a supporiing string.

The grenades are sometimes sapplemented by a so-mm
grenade-discharger shell, grenade and sheli being wired
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Here is bow the fap coconur boody trap is made, A iharp blow on the safety cap of the grenade sets it of].
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other fap idens, however, this js a poor one, since the
grerade seldom explodes the shell.

Grenades ftted with pulltype fuzes have been used
more successiully. Given suificient time before quitting
ae ares, the japs may De expected 10 convert virtnally
any movable object o 4 putiaype booby trap.

Our infanrymen on Leyie found that the Japs had
attached coconuts to grinades by strings. When the coco-
nuts were picked up, the grenade pin was pulied out and
the gremade expladed. Bamboo peles were similarly
rigged, anticipating that our troops would pick ap the
poles 1o make huts o cover foxholes. Somcetimes the
grenades were placed inside the coconuts or in the hollow
encis of the bamboo poles, with the pull string tied 1o any
rearby stationary ohica,

A particularly Japworthy scheme reported from oo
merous Pacific areas 35 this: The Japs bave placed hand
grenades or packages of picric acid {on Guainr they used
American hind grenades) in the armpits, underneath, oz
ticd to the legs of their or our unburied dead. The
grenades exploded i the bodies were moved. The Japs
have also, on mare than one occasion, booby-trapped their
own wounded i the same way.

togeihier to incresse the eflect of the explosion.  Like many

Jap kand grenade and grendde discharger shell wired
together us a booby-trap charge.
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EXPLOSIVE GROCERIES
It looks fike an ordinary can of preserved strawberries
such as you might fod on the shelves of your neighbor-
hood A & P. But it blows up in your face if you hift it
Jap explosive groceries were first encounterad near
Hsenwi, Burma, and were also found in the Philippines.
The cans, about 2%5 nches in diamcter and 2% inches
high, are marked with standard-brand U, S, labels, A
hole in the side of the can is fitted with o threaded brass
adapter 10 receive a brass fuze of the quick-martch, puli-
type design.  The Japs tied the igniters to stationary
objects, and the “frunt” exploded instantancously if the
cen was picked up.  Or one boobyarapped can might be
included in a case of genuine canned [ruit, with the
pull fuze fixed 10 explode when the cans were lifted out.
The can in the photograph happens to be Libby's pine-
apple.  Any other counterfeit label may be uvsed. A
likely location for these traps is a captured rations dump.
Explosive wothpaste belongs to the same scheol. An
ordinary popular-brand toothpastz tube is hlled with
high explosive and fuzed to function in the same way as
the tincan traps. The detonator fits into the opening
for the cap.

96

LA A"

has ans 'n A




s

bostee nmmnsmy

JAP SWORD

FOUND
BY THE LATE
PFC WILLLS DOE

$

o L a8 2 S i e gt BT G SR A A DL L L R NN VAR R A AL ALY

The Japs have alio planted explosive soap. An cx- -

plosive or incendiary charge is molded 10 represent a
bar of bath scap. The word “Ivory”™ is embossed on ene
side, and “Procter and Gamble” on the other, A primer
is located in a recess on one side of the charge. The
Aussics reporting this didnt make clear just how the
charge was rigged for ignition, but most likely a pull-
type [riction iguiter is used to cause an explosion if the
saap bar is picked up.

These booby traps can ail be casily neutralized by
finding the wite or cord connected to the igniter. Cut
this cord and then the dummy soap, tube, or can may
be moved without danger.

SCUVENIR HUNTERS BEWARE

The sword of a Jap officer looks fine on a Peoria mantie-

picce, Bui the soldier whe picks one up on the battle-
field may never get back to Peoria. The Japs. knowing
our :iking for souventrs, make u habit of using their
swords or other persoral equipment as booby-trap bait.

in many cases the booby-trapped equipment is still
attached ta the body of a dead Jap—his wristwarch, for
cxample, stll running, But a pull igniter and explosive
charge are ulso attached.
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* Or the equipment may be scatrered carelessly as though
abandoned in Jight or Jost during an action.  In one arca
our troops came bpon sandbags hiled with pictures of
geisha girls and edds and ends of Jap equipment. Un-
derncath the souvenirs in cach bag were 4 or 5 pounds
of explosive provided with a pull igniter and detonatar.
‘The traps were easily neutralized by locating and draw-
i out of cuiting out the igniter.

The Japs on Saipan often carried their personal pos-
sessions in a sock, and American soldicrs overrunning @
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Jap bisouae area got used to picking up these sacks and

shaking out the souvenirs. Now and again, instead ol
chop sticks, a Jap flag, and ten-yen potes, a sock would
contain 4 U. S. hand grenade with the safety pin pulled.

An American staff sergeant on Leyte found a fap pistol
on the ground. He was an old hand: suspicious of a
booby trap he tied a string to the piswl apd pulied it
from a distance. When there was no explosion, he chaimed
the pistol as a souvenir, Later on. when he sizpped the
cocking piece the weapon exploded, blowing off his hand.
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A majotity of the large number of Jap plancs captured
mtac: o Peleliu were booby-trapped with either antt
persannel mines or grenades. In spite of warnings issued
by Intelligence personnel, several souvenir hunoters were
Killed and the plancs—very valuable for intelligence pur-
poses—were demohished, The same thing has frequently
happened in the case of other captured maricl,

Common anticies which the japs converted into booby
traps carly in the war included pipes, fountain pens, flash.
iights, and wnbrellas,

MORE PULL-TYPE TRAPS

Orher Jap puli-type booby traps use mortar sheils, ar-
tiflery shells, or various improvised explosive charges.

o Burma, the Japs used wooden boxes, abeut 10 inches
tfong. 5 inches wide, and # inches deep, filled with pos-
sibly 5 pounds of picric acid esplosive. The boxes were
ittted with putlaype igniters, with the puil string ticd 10 3
potential souvenir or other object.  Simall sandbags were

sometiines substituted for the wooden boxes.
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Booby trap demolition bug.
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The clothe-bag demolition device shown on this page
has been enconntered in Levte, Saipan, Okmaws, and
Burma. The bag, containing just over 2 quarter pound of
explosive, was equipped with a pull igniter, shorr delay,
and detonator. Colored white, light blue, ar pink, the
bags averaged abour 8 inches long and 4 inches wide,
a bandy size for beaby-trapping almost any object.

One way the rla:/: -bag rfcmfmmm cin be awed 1o
booby-trap a plane.
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Given time, the Japs will dwiays boohy-trap their road blocks. Artillery shetls wunth pall fuees ure used here.

A super-simple pullaype tap used by the Japs consists
of iron spikes taped around o charge of dynamite that
contains a pull igniter, They have also improvised booby
traps by connecting igniters to cases of ammunition and
dynmamite placed along the sides of roads,

A fap light machine gun was found with a wire ar-
tached to the cocking handle and connccted 1o a British-
pattern. pull swich.  From this an instantancons fuse
led to 2 buried British mine.

An obstacle was boobytrapped by tying together two
75-mm shells and imbedding a primercap in the nose
of one shelll A pull string rin from the primer to the
vbstacle, so that avvone takmg down the obstacle wonld
spring the trap. The Japs usvally place twe such booby
traps at each road block or obstacle, This same method
was used in Burma to booby-trap sacks of rice.

In the Kalewa areax of Burma, coconuts were found
that had been cut m half, crapticd of their mear, filled
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with picric acid, and joined together again. Pulltype
igniters were inserted for anachment to sttionary objects.
Merely kiwking or knocking the coconuts about was
enaugh to explode the booby trap.
.~ Rereating Jop troops 1 porthern Luzon booby-trapped
“abandoned stacks of ammuonitien so ingeniously thae
the traps were discovered only at the price of several
fives. 1n & typical trap, go cases of so-mm grenades and
smatl-arms ammuninion were neatly stacked six cases high
within a revetment cut into the side of o ki, This rever-
mient was large enongh only for the munitions. Entrance
and encirclement weren't possible on the ground level,
and 1nspection could be made only at one end and from
above, Seen from the embankment, the site resembled
& poor attenopt 2t conceabing o pallbox,  Loose dirt, twags,
an grass were thrown on wp of a reof consisting of two
sheews of corrugated iron and a plywood door from 2
nearby house. Thie apparent casuainess of preparation
was a deliberate plant.
~ Fastened beneath the roof to long branches were six
pull-tyvpe friction igniters fixed in box-type mines. These

- mines were placed directly on top of the stacks of muni-

uions and carried the entire weight of the roof. Any or.
tempr 10 move any portion of the roof would almox
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Fypicol Jap pullzype bosby traps along s soudsic, wsing
stacked ammunition boxes, @ precarionsiy dolimeed box of
dynasiize, and sacks of vice.




certainly puli at leass one of the igniters, detonate the
picric acid contents of the box mine, and inktiate ex-
plosion of the ammunition.

In the same area one of these mines was wrapped in a
camouflige net thar catirely concealed i, and ser in an
copty wooden box.  Anyonc unrolling the nct would
undoubtedly pull the igniter.

PRESSURE-RELEASE TRAPS

facking suitable igners, the japs have not made much
use of booby waps that funcion on pressure rclease.
They have, however, improvised a few such traps from
available material, inciuding captured equipment,

in one case an Amencan S81unm mortar shell, lashed
10 a plank, was laid on top of & British band grenade so
45 to maintan pressure on the grenade fuze, Aay move-
ment of ihie plank, which was set across the entrance 1o
a dugeut, would have exploded the grenade, which in
turn was intended o explode the mortar sheli,

TRAPS SET WITH TRIP WIRES

Like all other armics, the Japs make wide use of trip
wires in sctting booby traps, Particolarly in the jungle,

Sirt ple trip-wire bovky trap wsing :wo fap hand grenades.
The wr1p wires are normally hidden by utidergrow?h,

P wires may be expected across teacks leading to Jap
positions.  These wires may operaic sither when they'se
cut or when they're pulled our of position. Some of the
Jap wip-wire traps are very clomsily devised, but others
arc cleverly constracted and craftily concealed.  The tip
wire may sct off a warning device rather than a booby
trap. But in ecither case. taur wirss should not be cut,
anel slack wires shouid not be pulied.

With wrip wires the Japs again use their awn hand
grenades extensively, A light stzing may be passed be-
tween twa trees, straddling a trail, with a2 grenade @
cach end. A man passing down the trail becaks the string,
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fap thmd. grenude suspended o tube jor booky-wrapping.

dropping the grenades fuze-foremast ento flat rocks pliced
anderncath them. Or a grenade may be enclosed in a
75-mm Fuze can with the striker down and both inserted
in an arillery shell case. The fuze can is supported
within the shell case by a pin, which is tied to the trip
wire, The far end of the wire it awtached to a spring,
weight, or clastic stick, to make sure the pin is with-
drawn when the wire is tripped.  For greater effect.
plastic explosives may be packed inte the exira space in

the fuze can.

This same method may b vsed with hollow bamboo
sticks abour 2 feet long in place of shell cases. These
traps can be peutralized quickly by cuiting the trip wires,
removing the grenades, and replacing the safety pins. In-
vestigate both ends of the trip wire before you cut it,
however, to be sure you know exactly what kind of trap
you uare dealing with.

British Mark ! and No. 36 hand greaades hasve also
figured fairdy extensively in Jap tripawvire booby traps.
In a recent engagement in Burmi, the Jups used booby
traps on an upusually large scale in an attempt to block
the approach to a center of resistance.  More than 1o
bouby traps were set in a yungle covered arca 100 yards
wide and 200 yards long on a high and nparrow ridge.
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All of these traps were made with British No, 36 grenades,
Two methods were used.

Io on¢ method, a tn can with e end and a pust
of the side cut away was tied to the trip wire, A grenade,
with safety pin removed, was piaced in the can so that
its release handle was held fast.

The grenade and can were placed cither on the ground
or in a tree. Pulling the tnp wire would draw the
can away from the grenade and free the release handle,
detonating the grenade.

The sccond method was to place a grenade, with
safery pm pulied, it 2 tree fork so that the release handle
was held down by a branch. A sining auached 10 the
grenade was placed as a trip wire. When the string was
wnipped, the grenade fell out of the 1ree fork, the handie
was released, and the grenade exploded. The wices used
in nggng these booby traps were sirung loose m the
heavy undergrowth or attached to long vines and creep-
ers. Ordinary telcphone wire was wsod for trip wires
with no attemyn to improve on ihe camouflage afforded
by the dense vegetaton.,

In the Arakan, along the coast of Burma, the Japs used
a small prefabricated boobv-trsp device. It was very
simply constructed and intended to be used with a wip

Two ways the Japonese use British hand gresiades in.

wrip-vive booby raps.
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wize, The contmner for the explosive charge looked
like an ordinary round tin can; 4}% by 3% inches, and
prabably contained picric acid,  The firing mechanism,
a pull igniter. protcuded from the middle of the side
of the can.

Another prefabricated charge, this soe made of wood,
consisted of a strong box, 8 by 20 by 12 inches, filled with
explosive,  This was normaily cquipped with two igniter
assernblies o which trip wires could be anached.

Ocher Jap trip-wire booby wraps have used Bangalore
torpedoes as the explosive charge. The fap torpedo con-
sists of an explosive charge placed in a picce of ordinary
iron pipe, 2 wnches in diameter and o inches fong, with
a cap on cach end. It can be forther identified by 4 red
ning painted arognd the pipe. The twrpedo normally
explodes after a defay of 6 to 7 scconds, but this delay
may be eliminated when it 15 ser as a booby trap. A trip

sre can casily be tied 1o the brarded cord connected with
the friction ignizer in one cod of the pipe.

ELECTRICAL TRAPS

An ¢asy booby trap to sct 18 the clectrical one. Aoy
vehicle, searchiizht, generator, light cireuit, or other ciec-
trical gear can be rigged so that the current wili detonate

1ah !

an explosive charge.  Before any captured Jap equipment
is handicd, it should be examined for elecirical as weil as
mechanical booby traps.

On Kiska in the Aleutians our troops found several
examples of Jap clectrical booby traps.  In one building
the pick-up arm of a phonograph had been rigged so
that 1f the arm had been moved 1o play a record a circnit
would have been closed to an clearnical detonater, ex-
ploding a charge beneath the floor of the building. In
another building a radio had been packed with 'TNT,
ready to explode when the switch was turned on.

At an airground radic command post captured on
Saipan, five charges. cach consisting ot ten smaall blocks
of picric acid and a2 firing Jevics, were connecied in
series with the transmitter so as 10 explode if the trans-
mitter were energized. A sixth charge of the same com-
position was connected with a trip’ wire covering the
entrance of the went, and 2 seventh was connected 10 2
rifle just outside the tent.

The Japs have also vsed a bumboo contact swich re-
sembling a clothespin for constructing electrical booby
traps. Single wires are run along the outer edges of
the separate halves of the sawed-out bambos sick, and



nut and bol: contacts are screwed into the ends. The
wires are connected from the conact poinis to a drv ecdl
battery and a charge of explosives. Twao such booby traps
were tound on Kiska, both under boards at the entrances
to caves, placed so that the weight of a person stepping
on the board would bead the sections of the bamboo
siick together and close the clectrical cirenit.  In one
trap the cxplosive charge consisied of two sale {rice
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Booly-trapped, busied charge of 56 sircrafi bowmbs con-
wected for electrical ignition by a delay switch.
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beer) butiles tilledt with loose picric acid and placed inside
a 120-mzn shell case.  lin the other, the explative was a
metal-covered block of picric acid weighing abour 2
pounds,  Electric blasting caps were used as initiators o
set off the charges.

A briet search will usually revea! the wiring for elec-
trical booby waps.  Disconnccting or cutting all clec-
trical feads will peutralize the traps.

DELAY TRAPS

Retreating Japs may leave behind booby traps set for
delayed detonation.  In buildings they have wsed a trip
constructed of two 75-mm shells ted together with an
igmater imbedded i the nose of one shell. The shells
are placed on an inclined board with a short pull string
attached to the top of the bourd, A wire threaded through
4 shell case flled with acid pasie supports the shells,
When the acid eats through the wire, the shells slide

down the inclived board, and the tension on the pul

string operates the igniter.  Delay in soch an improvised

mechanism can be varied by the diamcter and material

of the support wire or by the concentration of the scid.
Another delay trap, sketehed on this page, was found
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on an airheld in the Southwest Pacific. The explosive
charge consisted of fifty 550-pound acrial bombs set nose-
Jown in a ground pit covered by a galvanized iron plate
and camouflaged with tufts of grass. Planted with the
hombs were two separate 20-pound booster charges, each
wired with two dectric detonating caps.  Fired elee
trically, this mine could be Jetorated cither by a clock
mechanism or by a booby switch. Wires were run from
the detonating caps through a bauery to the time clock
aed to the galvanized iron cover, which, when moved,
would activaie the booby switch. This switch consisted
of a stick thrust through 3 hole in the plate.  Expaosed
wires leading to the detonators were fixed 1o the stick
3 inches above and below the plate. Lifting or depressing
the iron plate would cause the wires to wuch the plate
wad case the ciccuit.  The clack switch, which could be
set for any time up to 24 hours, would otherwise event.
ually close the circuit. Both the clock and the batuery
were buried in tin containers,

INCENDIARY TRAPS

Among the surprise packages ihe Japs leave behind

when they vacate an area may be various types of in-
cendiary booby traps.
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An ordinary boitle may contiin scpardte pertions of
henzine and sulfuric acid, with potassium chlorate and
ome other substance as the stopper. I such a bottle is
shaken or tipped over, the salfuric acid comes mto con.
tact with the mixture in the stopper and causes a soali
explosion and sgnition of the benzine.

A bamboo cvlinder may be converted into an incen-
diary booby trap by inserting a tube containing layers
of kerosene, cotton, glyeerine, and probably nitric acid.
This mixture will ignite after a certain length of time or
when the tube is shaken or disturbed. The actual con-
tents of incendiary traps of this sort left by retreating
Japs have not been fully determined.

Avother Jap device, which may be used either as 4
hooby trap ar demofition device, looks like a greenish-
biack celluloid cigar case.  Three tabes are formed by the
corrugated shape of the body.  The widdle tube contains
the firing snechanisim, while the ouvtside tubes contain an
incendiary mixture.  This mechanism appears (o be de-
signed for use as an ignition device for inflammable
material.  The same is true of other demolition dévices
left behind by the Japs in retreat.  Most of them, however,
are capable of causing fatal injury jo anyone setiing them
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THIS JAP SOLDIER WAS SMART,

PFC JOE DOAKES WAS SMARTER. ”
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